Fall 2020
HIST 1301 - Final Exam
Lone Star
Directions: Chose two out of the four questions below. Answer each question in, at least THREE paragraphs PER question.

1.In the War of 1812, merchants in Baltimore sank their ships, their livelihood, at the mouth of
the harbor to keep the British fleet away from Baltimore. Why did they do that? Do you
think that merchants today would do something similar? Why or why not?

2.   The U.S. Constitution was ratified only after the inclusion of the Bill of Rights. Why? Could the Constitution have been ratified without the Bill of Rights? How?

3.    Out of the 10 amendments that compose the Bill of Rights, in your opinion, which one is the
most important? Why?

4.    The section in the U.S. Constitution covering the U.S. Supreme Court is the shortest section
in the entire document. It is a handful of paragraphs. Why? Where did the idea of lifetime appointments come from? Where did the idea of confirmation hearings come from?

